
Nloo rc ' s  f i r s t  r hough t  *as '  " \ { ho

i s  t h i s  c a r ? "  , r  n d .  s c c o n d ,  " V h  l

rvoulcl somebodt * 'anr to t l lk r lbout

t hosc  d l , vs  e f t c r  so  L rng? "  l he  way

NIoorc f igured. he d prckecl his basc-

bal l  c,rreer in rnothbells 1-ears bcforc

and  n roved  on  * ' i t h  h i s  l i f e  Moo rc

l n d  h i s  f i r s t  w i i c ,  M o z c l l e - n r : r r

r i c c l  i n  I  9 ' 11 -ne  vc r  hac l  ; r n1 '  b i o -

logical cbi ldrcn' htrt  thc,v h;rcl rr isccl

f i v e  i n  r h i s  h o m e '  e d o p t i n g  t n o  o t

t hcm.  I l t  r vo rked  ' 10  , ve i r r s  as  sh tp -

p ing  coo rd ina to r  i o r  an  Eas t  Po in t

wa rehouse  supp l y i ng  ( ' o l on la l '  and

l i t e r  B ig  S t r r .  ! l r { ) ce rv  s to res  and

became rhe plut 's f i rst bhck foreman

114  r rL r r r r

in 1961. l lardlv anyone hc knerv had

rn inkl irg hc'd trccn a bal lPla,vcr

B u t  J i m  R i l c , v  k n e r v -  F o r  3 - i

vea rs  I l i l e v ,  who ' s  wh i t c '  hes  bo th

,"rer..1,.d :rnt1 phl sical lv trackecl

dou'n the u'he-relbours and fatcs of

ex'Ncgro LciguL'rs. B,v lus orvn count

he's pcrsonl l lY intervicrved 175 1n

199,1, .rbout f ive yerrs aftcr that f i rst

convcrslti()n rvith N'[oore. Rilcv pub

lished llc tsuryraphical I:ncy'k)pcdid

of the Negro l]tscball I caguts' witl'r

i ts 4,000-some pith,v biographres ol

nen who played bascbeil  frorn 11172

to  19 - i 0 .  LJndc r  N loo re ' s  en t r , v  hc

\\ ' r()te: " l le was expert at irandl ing

g , ro r t nd  ba l l s ,  a  mas te r  i l t  c l t ch lng

bad throus ancl making it look casv "

Rilcy t lcscribcs him as thc "nost per

fcct first bascman ever" alld savs "thc

si ick f iclder was quict,  unassulrr ir lg'

arrd;rract ical."
l \ ' loore himsclf si l id recentlv of the

encvclopcdia, " l  rvas discovcred ()r

r e r l i s cove rcd .  I ' n r  no t  su re  wh i ch  "

In truth, Nlo()rc's incrc:rsccl visibi l i t l

has sprung iron more than just Ri lcy

and his ep<rclral f  k.vloledid' Ken

Uurns' 199'1 f i1m Bast4,11 sparked a

nationwidc revival of Negro l 'cagues

scholarship ancl interest. \1()ore s own

longevity he turlcd 90 in Novcm

bc r -and  r c l a t  i ve  f i t ncss  haven ' t

hun, either lr  any case' ovcr thc pi lst

tlccaclc or so the olcl first basernan h:rs

rcceivecl I  f lurry lr f  artention' whtch

reachcd irs crescendo l i lst Year $lth

his induction into rhe Atlanta Sports

Hell  of f ,rrnc. some -5l l  ycars after hc

hid down his glovc for good

o ( ) R I ' \  ( , \ R t - f l R  l N  I  l l t

Ne g ro  N {  a  j o r  Lcagucs

uas  b r i e f ,  l as t i ng  on l v

f ivc years, end suddenlv

end irrcvocabll  dissolved with Vorld

V a r  I l .  l n  1 9 3 6  a n d ' 3 7  h c  P l a v e d

for the Ncu'ark F.aglcs, one of bleck

b rseha l l ' s  mos r  i n t r i gu ing  f r ancb i s -

es !  owned  b -v  numbers  bankc r  Abe

Mr rn l cy  anc l  h i s  a t t r t c t i v c '  ) ounge r

(and rvhite) wi ic '  Effa ln 1939 and
',10 tre was * ' i th thc Balt imorc El i te

(pronounced h l . iSht) Giints, wherc

he roorned with a teen.rged prodi l iv

rarrrcd Rov (]enpanclla.

Bu t  h i s  mos t  i ndc l i h l e  season  wa '

i n  1938 ,  when  he  s ta , vcc l  ho rne  end

plaved f irr  the Atlanta l l l tck ( irackcrs'

By el l  r ights the 1938 BlacL ( lrackers

rvere Atlantir 's f i rst legir imate melor

icague sports franchise' pl irvrng, s<rt l lc

28 years bcforc the lSravcs movccl tron

lr4i lwar.rkee. For most of thcir dura-

t r t > r )  ( 1919 -1952 ) ,  t he  B lack  C ' rackc rs

werc  n rembers  o f  t he  m i r l o r  l c l gue

Ncgro Southern Leaguc But in l93E'

t hc  t cam changcd  o rvne rsh ip ,  h i r ed

a  numbc r  o f  supc r l a t i v c  ba l l p l aye rs '

inclucl ing Moore, and joincd the Negrrr

Amcricln l .cague for that season onlv

An .  r  g , ' i ng  rh rou lh  t h r '  r  ' t r ' r t t  r t r ' r '  i n

,r metter of uecks, owner John Hardotl

gavc the job to his spir i tcd, rnrpulsrve

19  vea r -o ld  sccond  bascmrn  ( ; abbv

Kcmp- " l hcy celled him thrt"' \'loorc

recal is, "because hc done a lot of talk

ing"-irnd thc Blirck Clrackers rvtxl the

NAlls second-half charnpionship'

Relarivel,v l i t t lc i .  knorvn about thrt

team-N'loore is the squad's only sur-

v i v i ng  member .  The  B lack  ( ' r acke rs

p l - r 1 e d  n t , , ' r  h " n l s  I l l l l r \  J l  \ \ h r l c

owncd l 'once de l-eon P:rrk but wcre

prohibited from using i ts locker faci l i

tics and showcrs. l)ractices, and perhaps

cven sonle league games, were hcl l  :r t

Bookcr T. \{ashington I l igh School '
_l 

hc tean was covered reguiarly b,v Ric

Rcrbcrts of Thc Atlanta Daill \Yorld'

but hardly a word wds writ tcn in thc

thrce white<rrvned ncwspapcrs of the

pc r r , ' . 1 .  ; n , J  I r ( ' t  m r r \ h  h ' r \  l r r ( n  u r i t

ten since. l t 's as i f  that scason lvcrc at l

underground stream f io\\" ing i tr to'  3nd

snallowed by the rnore r isible ebb encl

tlorv of, Atlante's civic htstor-v'

I t  r vas  a rou rd  1938  u ' hcn  Moore

becamc onc of thc f irst plavers ever to

wc]r l l  batt i l lg Hlove. " l  w<tre i t  on m'

t u t '  h . r nJ -  r n r  l .  l t  h . r r r J  I ' r '  r u - c  i t

stung good whcn I hit  an insidc pitclr,"

he se1s. " l  i rrst wore an ordinar,v 
"vinter

glovc. end I cut rhe f inger t ips off so

I could fecl the bat." ts,v seas()n's end

Mootc u' ls sclcctcd to the Southern

Ncws Service's NAL Ail  Star team, and

I  r n .  c v r n  l r c l r l  I  ' I c .  r ' t l  J r r  t " r  h i r | '

at Poncc de Leon Park' alr 'arding the

popular honctown athlete with $l)0

wonir of gifls and mcrchandise'

M , ro r r  r r r t r r i r r l , l t cd  r , '  l l . r l t r r l r , ' n  l '  r

the ncxt two scasons. pl lving fol th'

ed Moore believes all
the fuss stafted around
L989, when he received
a telephone call from
writer/h istorian .l im RileY'
Moore was then 73 and
had already been retired
eight years. He was liv-
ing, ai hc sti l l  does. in the
tiJy northwest Atlanta
home he b, rught in l94tJ
A longtime SundaY school
teacher and deacon for
Springfield MissionarY
Baptist Church, Moorc
wai staying busY and
minding his own busincss
when Riley Phoned and
said he wantcd to talk
about the Negro Leagues'



The Biographical
Encyclopedia of

the Negro Baseball
Leagues describes

Moore as the "most
perfect first baseman
ever" and says "the

tcam owned by Smil ing Tom Wilson

also a nurnbr'rs banker Onc 
"fr"anar,,at,

:  t r r  h r r  r i n r r -  i n  t s , r l t rm , ' r r  h . r J  cnJ . J

Moore was u.orking out u, i th a city

all srar squecl at Bookcr T. Vashington

I-rclJ nhen he hcrrJ hc,l  hcen dr.r i tcJ

into the Arm-r'. l hough he tlidn't knou

i r  r h tn ,  h i .  r L r s  i r  h i g  t r n r c  h l - r i l  h , r *

bal l  rvere over. I t  was July 1942, and

Moorc was onlv 25 ycars old.

IXfJ IOLJR II ,UIs L{T { NI(X)RI'

s i t s  i n  a  rock ing  cha i r  su r -

rounded  by  18  k i nde rga r ten

students who erc cross-legged

,) lL th. l loor . f  rhcrr I  rre.rr ul el. ts-ro, 'nr.

A i r r . r n  r r r i t i , r l  r e t i r ( ' r ( c .  t h ( \ r '  i - ) . . r r

, ' l J r  hcg in  l c l f (  nnF  h im  u  i r h  q r r cs -

r r , ' r r . .  f hc  r l l r .  r  i . o r re , r IM , . ' r c . s rn l cc l

in thc rocker, alert and isolatecl l ike

a hiner in the battcr's box, facing an

assortmcnt of pitches, some hesit lnt

and  n ibb l i ng ,  somc  b laz ing  w i t h

ccnfidcncc, anci each full of invenrivc

vantt lon.
"You look old," says one student,

a l-o). "You st i l l  play bascbeli)"

\ loorc- smilcs ancl repl ies, " l  rvls

bo rn  i n  1916 .  Tha t  r neans  I 'm  39

ancl holding. "

A  g i r l  w ipcs  l r e r  f o rehead  w i t h

a precocious rvcariness beforc prtr

claiming. " l 've lrec'n pl lying base

ba l l  a  l ong ,  l ong  t ime !  I  p l av  f o r

thc ( l ,rrdinals."

"Vhcn I was vour lge," Moorc

re l l s  he r .  " boys  and  g i r l s  d i c l n ' t

pl.r l  bascball  togcrher. Nlatter of

fact. bl:rcks an,. l  whites didnl pl,ry

togethr-r Sfc rvere all segregated, you

rrnderstelt l ."
' 'How nunl home runs you hit?" a

M ' " , r c  g i r t r  t h . r t  l , ' u  l r r r g h , , i  h n

. r r J  cp l i c . .  l  r v . r . r r ' t  r r r r r . l r , , l  . r  homr

r r r r t  I r r n , r  I  \ \ , 1 \  . t  \ l r , r r  l t r nc r .  . r  . r ng l - .

l r r n ,  r .  r l h . r r  v , ' r r . . r l l . r  h i r  . r n d  r u n  r r r . r n .

Bu t  one  t r n re  I  h i t  l  home  run  i n  a

h . r l l p - r r k  v , , u  n r rgh r ' v r  hc  r r , l  
" f .  

i a l l eJ

Yankee Stadiunr."

A l t ( r  t he  l | | r J (  rS . r r l cn  t - r l l -V ,u ' r r

problbly m.rkcs morc school appear

ances than nost politicians do-hc and I

drivc to thc horne he now shares with hs

'. ."rr,1 u r i  .  Van L Mrurc. fhcr nur-

r r r ' J  r n  l qq  l .  l i ' r r r  t r . r r . . r [ t . r  M , r z r l r r

died from ernphysema. Mar1, u'ho'd

i.lccn friencls with Rcd ,rnd Mozellc for

ycars, hrs a wicle, crprcssive face that

often i l ickcrs between mock scverity

and maternal :lmuscnrent. She likcs to

needle Rcd irbout his late perxrd celeb

ri ty. "[-orcl," she says, " l  guess we' l l

have  t o  gc t  a  nc r t ' house , ' causc  h i s

head's gottcn too big for this onc."

It 's a home fr.r l l  of reLigious icons

and  fam i l v  pho tog raphs ,  w i t h  one

l i v i ng  room wa l l  dom ina tcd  by  a

large, brass framec{ oval portrait  of

Red ' s  f a thc r , . l ames  Moorc  I I ,  as  a

,voung manr a formal, color-r inted

photograph. There is no period basc

ball  memorebil ia-publ ici t ,v photos,

scrapbooks. and newspaper write

ups  r ve rc  l os t  o r  g i ven  lw l y  l ong

ago. A sturdS naist 'high rable in thc

slick was

J rn ing  r "um h , ' 1 ,1 .  h , ' t h  . ) r r  (  n i , rmou \

frrmily l l ible and a herdback copy of

Iht Bt ' ,grapl,r,Ll Lu,tcl ,  'pe, l io ,  ' I  t l t

Negro Bascball Leagues.

M o ' , r r  w . r l k .  o r c r  t , ,  t h c  f  x n i  / r ,

/ ' , , J i ;  , r r r J  nL r l l \  " u l  
r  pho ro . , ' p r  , , 1

rn Jrl i \ lc rr ' ,m Tlt Am'tcrdtm l ' . twt

rN rw  ) r ' r l r t l . r r r t r  \ cNc rnh r r  4 .  l q4 t  .

I  hc . - r i . r ' r r r p . rny in$  ph , ' r , r g r . r ph  i '  h l r r r

ry, but e caption below rcads, "Red

M, r ' r r ,  l r . r  h . r ' cm . rn  . , i  t hc  B r l t r r r r , ' r .

I  l r r c  ( , r . r r r t s ,  h i r .  i n . i dc  rh r  p  r r k  ho r r r ,

run against the Cuban Stars"-this is

rhc Y.rnk<c \t .rJiunt home rurr lre J rold

rhc kinderganners about.

R r tu rn ing  t he  c l r l ' 1 ' 111g  t o  I r t  h ,u , l .

Moore sits down across thc tabLe lrom

Vr11. Looking .rt  h,.  r  hrsh tnJ. Jrc ur t .
' ' Ve l l .  hc r . r  g , ' o r l  m . t r r .  Bcc t r  r  r l r . r . , ' n

.r lunA l ime. rnd In, 'w' the l ' t ihlc r lm,, 'r

es good as thc prcacher So I guess

I ' l l  let him hirve al l  this attention. I

just wish sometinc he'd learn how t

ccxrk or least boil an egg."

\ l oo re  l ' . r t .  l r r r  r t rmr t . h  r r r d . . r r ' . .

" l  do lovc to errt ."

Nc r r r t he l c . . ,  V ru ' r r \  r h , ' r r t  t h t

\ . l | r r r  \ r / r  l r (  \  J l w J \ .  h r r r l .  l ) r I

ing his phlsical prine, at -5 feet l0

i n r h t . . r r r , l  I n r  p r r r r n d . .  h e  u . t .  n , ' t

. r  l - r r g r  r r r . r r r .  r r l e .  r . r l l r  f , ' r  . r  l r r t t

basen ran .  Hc  s t i l l  moves  w i t h  an

cx - . r r h l r r r \  . r i i i .  h r l r n$  I r , r r ( .  A .

he lvalks u' irh his sl ightly stoopcd

pos tu rc ,  one  de tec t s  r cmn , rn rs  o f

c l (  F . . r r l i . .  ' , 1  - t u . t uAc r .  , ' i  r r r J , t l en t

r  r r . r  l i r  r  r h c  \ , ' u r c  I ' . r l l p l . r r c r

gl impsed l ike r phantorn within the

, r l J  I ' uJv .  H r .  l r r r r  r r r r r . r i n .  d l r k  . r nJ

cr.rr ly and combed str l ight back. Bv

ron r r J \ r  l l r \  m , , r r r t . r . hc  i .  l r gh r . , ' l -

o r c d ,  * r t l r  i r r r r  . r r l ' r l c r r c . . . r l r r r , ' s t  l i l c

an impressionist sketch.

Hc  a l so  re te i ns  an  cx t rao rd ina ry

memorv for facts, Moore can reach

deep into thc ycars and extract names,

J r r c r ,  s . r l . r r r c . .  r nJ  o thc r  d r . t r n .  t  r r r r l r

. r gc  n r . r r L (  r \  i r , ' n r  :  i on ! : .  l i f r : .  l n  r h .

seve ra l  i n t c r v i ews  I  conduc ted  w i t h

him over ir period of months, lvloore's

mer ro rv  \ r ' as  a  godsend ,  no r  on l v

\ , , n \  c f l l r  ng  h l r . k  h . r ' ch . r l l  t ' u r  . r l ' , '

At lanta's pre war black histor,v. Sti l l ,

elaboration, or cxtenclcd detai l  the

ac rua l  f r u i t  o f  t hose  m i l cage  mark

e rs  d i dn ' t  a l * ' avs  cone  so  cas i l y .

P .  r h , r l ' s  t l r r .  i -  o n l r  n J I r r r J l .  . r n ( r  I

fielder
quret, unassumlng,

|  . '  I  r r
ano practrcal.

1 1 6
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l .  sincr- I

\ \ ' a s  i r sk i ng : rbou t  eve r t s  f l r r l t

r ook  p lace  6 ( )  r nd  : 0  \  c . r r s

back-so Lrng ago thrtt  thc l ,rst
j r r i ce : rnd  s r vee tness  t r l u \ t  l ) i l v c

been rqLrr-r-:r .  cd irom thenr r elrs

b e f o r e .  B u t  t h c n  s o n r c r h i n g

l i ke  t h l t  A l l s t c rdd l / r  Ne r / ' - i

c l i pp ing , .  o r  l i k c  re tu rn i r g  t o

, r  f a r r i l i r r  p l i l ce ,  \ ! , oL r l d  h i r

\ { oo rc  r  pe r t i cu le r  wa \ ' .  i 1s

r i r  i n  s t r i k  i n  g  c r  r r h .  e n d  t h r

r ich substi trrce of dcrei l  rvould

nPen i lgJln.

I l oo rc  u  i t s  bo rn  \ o l en -

bc r  1  8 .  I  9  16 ,  i n  Oek lan t l  C in ,

.rbout a ni le ancl rr hl l f  fr-onr

thc vruthwcsr Atlente neig,hbor

h<xrrl  he cal ls Bush \ lount,r in.

rr tt ll
l ?  l !

"t

*v6.fl]-;

fu'r . . l,;t
'. 
rtlr'

' *

l"f
-  '  

- !  . " ; : t.;i:,',,:,
H c  , r . t ,  r h ,  - r  ' ,  r , l  " t  I ' r . r r  . h r l . l r . r
. r . r c  \ \ r l r e  s . r .  l t , - r r  r n  l " l l .  l . n ' r l r r .

Ben  i n  l 9  18 ,  s i s t e r  Ru th  i n  I  9 .2  l - t o

J:rntcs irnd S.rdie'  I loore.
' I t . . . l , r v  r r . r .  ' n r . r . h r r r r ,  t , ,  r l ' .

\ ' , r l l r c  r r  R . r  l r , , . r J .  \ 1 " , ' r ,  . , r r . .  " l l r

s 'orkcd t irr  them unti l  be ret ired. \ fanrir

J i . l  . j . ' r  r r , ' r l  t , ' -  r r ' l r r r r  I  r t t t t l  r ' .  (  )  r r

u l  r l r , , . r  ' , r r r r i  r , .  . r , r r . , l  , , r r  l t ,  r r r r l l r

Ar crtrre. lncl thirt 's u hcre ue rvcre l iving

r rhc r r  l r r - t .  [ ' , , r r ' .  \ .  l i ' c J  r r  r l r ,  L ' r *

m r n r  , , 1  t h c i I  h , , . i \ 1 .  l | '  t n r \ \ I r !  I  $ . r .

l u , r r '  , r t  r l r  r r  l ' , r s ,  r t r c r r r . l ' r r r  l J r , l l  k l r ' r , ,

l , , r  r r r r c .  r r r . l  I  . , , r r l Jn  t  t c l  l u . r  r r hc r

thc housc is. "

\ 1 , , , ' r ,  u  r .  r r r l l  r c r r  r r ' r r r r  r r l t r r .

thr- i ;rnri l l  moved to [3ush Mounrrin.

r r r t , , . r  . i r r $ l q . t , , r r  l t u r t  r . r t  r l r r  l r . t r , ,  r r

of rhc hLl l  thLrt ga|c'  the neightrorhood

its nitnrc' .  I t  rvirs herc Nkrore grerv u1r

encl continuecl to star ' .  off  and ort.  urtt i l

l e . l ^ .  l , , r  . r  r r l r r l , . r i t .  r ' r , ' \ r ' , 9 . r g , r \

r r ,  J  r c t r r r n  pc r i , ' J r . . r l l '  r ' ,  r ' i .  r  n l . t r i r c .

r nJ  t r i cn . l . .  l ' , I  S r . r JuJ l l \  ,  r . r v , ' n .  h .

l r r r r r  l r t t  , ' r  n ) \ \ ( J . r \ \  ) \ . . r r r J  i r r  i r . r

Moorc is nou'the onlv l iv ing member

"  l r n  i r r r r r r J r . ' t c  i . . r r n r l r .  r i t t i r t g  r ' r i t h

N 1  r r r  t h . r t  J t r (  r ' , , , , , n  . r t  t l l (  r  J r r r l l

room t ible. he confesses he hasni seen

rhe old place in veers.

So ir h:rppened that about a m()nth

I  r t . r  r t c  r r r r J .  t l r .  J r . r c  r u  Bu 'h  M< ,u r r

r . r n .  C )n  . l  r r  r r r r  n ro r r ' i  r g  i r r . r  . r t r c r

b r c r k fL r s r .  \ l oo rc .  l i r n  R i l cv .  ( i r eg

\ \ l - r r . , . r r r . l  | . l | ' n l ' r r r r , '  \ l ) l l (  \  \ , r r .

l l . r r r r . -  R r l r r  . r l , ,  r g  r ' . r  I ' o r r r r . .  H c  I  r r .

in \ \bodsrock-he has grandchrldren

i r r  t h .  \ t l . t r t . r  r r cJ - l ' r f  r cJ r r . r  r r .  f )  ' r ' .  -

r , ' r . ' t  Rc . r . r - . h  i  ' r  r h .  ) ' l r - r , '  l . . r g . r . .

V r r s r -L rm  i n  Kanses  ( . r n .  Wh i t e ,  an

issistdnt dircc()r ot [)ecitr]r 's Recre

ati()n L)epanll lent. has kno$n Nloore

since 1991. A r lngr' ,  .r thleric- lrrrking

mrn \\r i th e hig,h l .eam smile. \ \rhitc

ser\es irs infornrir l  phnner. busincss

nreniserj  publ icist.  end coni idrrrte to

Moor-c, rvhonr he introduces to most

p!-oplc rs, "Nlr.  . lernes 
'Red Nloore

of the old Ncgro l-c,rgucs."

I r  i s  Wh i t e ' s  i de r  t o  s t ( ) p  f i r l t . t

tsooker T. Washington High School,

rvhich Nloorc.rrcncled from 1929 to

l 9 . i 4 .  l hough  r ve  c l i c l n ' t  c r t l l  r he rd .

hc's grcctccl vuermlt in the school 's

lobbr' ,  u' i th i ts irstonishing u,r l l  lcngrh

murir l  dcpict ing "rhc di! !r i t ]  ot m.ln

Lral labor," paintecl b1 a studerrt i l l

192.8. With the ururLrl  ds his brckdrop,

\Ioore receives hantlshakc-s fr-om rhe

principl l  lnd rrssistant principrl ,  end

the heacl frxrtball coach hugs hin r ig

oroushj voluntcerjng to shorv hin the

blseb.r l l  t ield out bdck wherc \1(x)rc

spent tinlr in the thirtics and forties. ln

recent Vears, this historic di.mord h;rs

bccn sprucecl up, moclcrnizcd, rec()n-

figurecl. and slightlv relocated. leaving

it  mostlr '  Lrnrccognizehlc ro Nloorc.

A civics tcachcr irnplor-cs \ loorc

to speak to her nirth grldc class. irnd

rhev arrange an ilnprompru session in

ir scconcl-t lo()r medi.1 room. I le talks

for alxrut l0 minutes but without thr

spir i ted repartee of his krnderglrten

i rppea r i l ncc .  Thcsc  s rudcn ts .  r v i r h

classic teeiage cool. reg:rrcl the olcl

brr l lpl :r ,ver as:rn arr i f :rcr or a cLrr i()us

museu tn  p iece .  Bu t  N loo re ,  nho 'd

ELIrE soUAD: Moore (front row' rhird from left)
ployed olonsside Roy Componello {front,
third from rightlon the Bolrimore Elite Giants.

s . r l \ c J  t l r u . r  . r r r r ,  l r . r l l '  
- i  

t r . r t .  r . r '

l r ,  r .  r . ' r i  t . r z '  .  L  l  ' 1 ,  l r .  r r  s  ' , . r l . l  ' r .  p r  -

l c . ,  r ' , , , r S . t , r -  t ,  \ r l , " , r  r l r r .  - . r r l r r r

sn r i l l i sh  m : l n  s rand ing  l . e fo re '  t hc r
. . r '  , ' r ' , c . , l .  n r r r , , l  , ' 1  1  1  1  ,  1  1  1  .  r  l  r  r  r  r  r  .
' l . r r '  , , r ' r h ,  l ' . r l l  l r c l . l ,  r l r . r r  r r '  t . r . t  l r .

kneu l  thing or tuo irbour st l le end the

Llpler rchel(ms oi crxrl .  Norv rerrrorirrq

his basebell  c.rp and snroorhing, b.rck

h i s  ha i r ,  N {oo rc  l ooks  d i r ec t l l  a r  t he

srudcnts rnd srrs \eith i t  quiet thougl 'r

p r l p . r h l .  i ' f l  r n r : . . .  -Y , ' r r  r ' , ' , i  r l r ,  r r { h t

.rt t i tude t() reach the r ight rr l t inrde."

We lerve \Vashington High. clr i lc

J , ' r r r r  l t c . L u r t \  r t r r r r ,  u l r r . l r  l ' ,  r J , r .

r h .  I ' r l l  t i r 1 . l .  r h r r  r L r n  l c l r  , ' n t o  l . r \

l r '  i r r r r r .  N l . r r r .  I  h r t . r t  t  l ' . c r t  . , . ' .

l . r r r r , , n  . n  i . . r r . . '  .Vuo rc  s . r r .  ' - r l r  r ! .
L i '  c r c .  i r  r ,  r ' *  r ' r . l  r r . r r . l r i r r l .  I  r r . r l k . , l

r l l  r l r c  u . r r  , , r r t  l  r s t ' , r r  l r ' r r r  ' r r r  n c r q l .

l " ' r l r , ' , J  t , '  g r t  r "  l \ t ( l sh ing r , ' n  H igh  . '

he slr 's. Ir  \ \ ' is f ivc milcs. Lver) dr\

l , l  t ' . r . .  r l r .  u l r r r . . . l r , , , ' 1 .  s h i . h  s  r .

. , l l r . l  l J , ' . r  l r r , , r ' ' r r  ' ' . h , ' ,  
l r r . r r r , . l  t , ' r

( , c ,  r q r . r ' .  (  \ r l  $ ,  r -  $ , ' \ c rn , , r ]  . r r J  u . r '
( tnl) a nl i le fronl nr! house."

w '  , l -  r r  , 1 , ' s n  l  r r ' r t r n ,  l L r r r t  , '  t l

l e c  \ t r l r .  r i r r n , ' r  t , '  O . r k l . r r r J  I t r  r r  r ,
r , r  l - c r c  hc  l t . t .  p \  \ l , r l  n r ' r r . r . , , l l . r p , . , l

\ \ ' a rehouse .  Th i s  co rpsc  l i k c  cd i t i c c

frolts an extended rr i lct oi totterin!1.

l c . r r r r ng  t r ec r  . l r , , \ ,  J  r r  f r r , l / L r , r r J  t r Jn l
r r . . J ' .  Y , r . r ' . 1  nL \ ( l  l l l u \ \  i l  nu \ ! .

l , . r r  r h c r c  u . c J  n , l , r :  I  l ,  !  I , . ,  I  r , . l . l

he re ,  N loo re  s l r s .  "Th i s  i s  r , ' hc r c  I
( l ( ) \  L r \ L  r  r )  r , : .  t , , t r , t  I  I  i i  l

tlr
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"t 

,,u,
l2 or 1-1. I  plaved for a semi-pro team

calied the Oakland Citv Cubs l  uas left

handed ,  l o r r  unde rs tand ,  bu t  i n  t hose

d rvs  you  cou ldn ' t  f i nd  a  I c f t ' handcd

I t r r . t  h . r . r r l l . r n .  g l r r e  l n rwhe re .  n , ' t  r n

rnv ncighborhood. So I took me a r ight

h,rnclerl glove, turncd it rnside out. N1adc

l rig,ht good gkrve. I never had a real left

handccl glove until l rvent proiessional "

W i th  b r i e f  c \ cep t i ons -some  occa

s i , , n . r l  , ' u r t r r I , i r r g  . r n J  r r l i e i  p  t ' l r r r t p  -

,Voore plal'ed first base his crltire carcer.

both alrr: l !cur and proiessional. " l trom

the  t i r nc  I  r v i ' t s  voung . "  he  rec l l l cd ,
' ' e ve rvbodv  cJn l c  ou r  t o  o t r sc r ve  ov

ficlding. As,r l i t le bol l  r l 'antcd those

l - r g  l ' , . r ' r  r , ,  t l r , , r r  r l r e  h t l l  h  r r ' i  r r ' , 1  i n

thc cl ir t  so I coulr- l  dig i t  out. Or i t  u e

d i c l n ' t  ha le  a  ba l l  I  t o l d ' em ro  t h ro \ \ '

nre rocks. That 's rvhere I developccl ml

one hand stvle. By using jusr one hand

ro cetch. I  could strcrch out further and

shift  nry fcet faster-for insrance i t  I

needed to catch and then quicklv lLrrn

and throw to i lnother base."

Nowadals, lvith gloves nearlv as large

is condos. the one-handed style is de

ligucur for first basemen of all skill levels

But in rhc 1920s and l9-l0s i t  rvas not

orl) rare and dif f icult ,  i t  rvas art ist icalh

discordant-the nay ( iharl ie Parker's

solos sounded to Dixieland musicians.

Buck C)'Neil  rn:rde t l , is clear r lhcn I cir l led

hirn up last suormer to talk about Moore.

O'Neil  was hiorsclf  a iormer great i trst

bascman and remaircd, untj l  his death in

October at age 9'1, the indispurable laure-

ate of the Negro l-eagues.

In an interview e tew nlonths hefore

his derth, O'Neil told me tha! Moore and

Jellv ' l ,rylor were the onlr one h:lnded

first bascmen he coulcl recl l l  i rom thet

era. He also rhought th:rt defensivelv thev

mighr've been rhe two bcst, which is sat

ing something. The Ncgro Leagucs. par

riculerlv during thcir heldal of the 1930s

lnd  40s ,  p roduced  a  number  o f  f i r s t

baserncn who blcncled technical virtuostrt

with l crisp sholvmanship. (Goose fatum,

probablv the greatest oi all Harlcm Globe

trotter baskctball pla,vcrs, originated man,v

, , f  h i . . o r r r r .  r uL r r r r r . .  $h r l (  p l a r rng  f r r \ t

base for thc lnclianapolis Clowns.) Moore

irnd Tavlor l the lancr elso cal lcd "Satan"

because he "pla,vecl l ike the Devi l") are

virruruslv dcscribed in Rilev's l-zryclope-

dia as "flashr"' rnd " fano' fielcling. "

Compared to contemporarl first base

men, the Negro \lajor Leagues produced

.r fairl,v cxotic spccinei. ()r so it sccms to

rre. Frr.r h.rr.mcrr. rh, 'ugh oftrn prernrr:r

power hit tcrs, haven't alu'avs been thc

r ru . (  F r f r cJ  i r h l (  l r . .  I  r r r JJ r  t h i \  f , ' i n l
to O'Neil  and imnediatel l  regretted i t .

When I statccl that f i rst basc is otten d

home for "mediocrc" defensc, there rvas a

long silence on the other cncl of thc phone

"You have to rcmeffrber! sir,  he said

:frer what scemetl l ike forever, " l  sau'

Lou  Gch r i g  p l l v .  No th ing  mec l i oc re

abou t  h im .  I  r emcmbc r  Red  \ { oo re

and  Je l l v  Ta , v l o r ,  u ' ho  cou ld  p i ck ' em

one handed. Superior l thletes, both of

rhem.  I  r cmen l re r  Goose  Ta tum and

B u c k  L e o n a r d .  U h  h u h .  I  r e m e m b c r

Buck o'Neil  Irctcrr ing to himselt l  who.

in 194(,,  m.rcle t lrrc crror thc whole sea

q#
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son .  Ycah .  I  ha t  s  r i gh t ! "  Vhcn  I  l a te r

r ccoL rn t  t h i s  convc rsa t i ou  t o  N foo rc .

I  t l o n ' t  t h i n k  h e ' l l  c v c r  s t o p  l a u g h

ing. "That l luck. ain t  hc something,"

Moore s:r-vs. "You can't  sl ip an,vthing

past ol '  Br.rck."

We leave behind M<xrrel <tlcl field and

within minutcs cnter his hoyhood ncigh'

borhood. Grcg \(hite drives slowl,v up a

steep incline, end Nloore checks our borh

sidcs of rhe rorcl, callcd Plaza Strcet. His

facc bccomcs solemn, even a littlc anxious.

" l  donl rccognize an-v of this mcss," he

says. "F.xcept I know this is Bush Moun

r.r irr .  Wr g, ' ing 11p 1[q hrl l  rrghr n,,rr thr.

here is Busb Mountain itself. I cJon't rccog-

nizc these houses, though, and these street

nanles are all different."

V'e turn onto Bridgcs ,,\'enr.re ancl his

face brightens. " l  knou this street- i t 's

named aher some black folk named Bridg-

es. I knnv those people Jhcy wcre d((:t()rs,

sr:hool teachers, irnd big-shot preachers."

Wc scc an olcler wonr:ln workinll in her

gart len, bent over, pcrspir ing hirrd i t 's

vcry hot now and White rol ls down

his window. "Excuse rnc, ml ' :rm," he

srr,vs. "IJowdy? Flxcuse me!" Shc turns

and blinks br.rt clocsn't say an,vthing. "Mv

name is Greg Whitc, ma'am, and I have

with me here Mr.. l l rncs 'Red' Moorc of

the old Ncgro Leagues."

After a momeot, she says, "Why ycs,

\\'e stayed ncrt door to Moores for ycars."

She approaches the van, looks in at Moore

and says, "Ah, Mr. Jcnrcs. I was just a child

rvhen you lcli horne, so you don't remenr

ller ne. My n.mc is C;eraldine Hlrrtnett.

Mv maiden name rvas Armstrong."

"()h yes, I  renember Armstrongs,"

Moore says. "But scc hcre, I can't find my

house. I  know I 'm close, but we've bccn

driving around in circles."
' 'You  been  gone  a  wh i l e , "  she  sa1s .

" l ' l l  get in there;rnd shula, you."

Mrs. Hartnett squcczcs in back with

Rilcy and rne. We clr ive down the hi l l ,

turn left on a gravel road, go one blrrk,

turn right, ancl wc are back on Pllzir.

" l1ere you are," shc sa,vs.

Wc  s ta r c  a t  an  impove r i shed  l and

scape with worn ()Llt trccs rnd grotesque

wccds that appear to sprout large cotton

balls that, in fact, arc wadded up f:rst

food bags. A gaping patch ot ground,

h r i m m r n g  w r t h  i o l i : r s e  * , , n c . - r r n u . k .  i .

bordcrccl by three lbendoned shotgun

houses thet coulcl be 100 r 'cars olcl ,  the

windows broken or boarded up.

Pointing at the blank pltch, Mrs. Hart

nec r  r . r ) s .  I r l , , n ' t  l nou  how  I , r r r g . rgu  i t

was that your housc wes torn down, but

it's been a long time. This herc strcct Plaza

used to lt named Bush Mountain, but that

was chanllccl I don't know how krng ago.

Or why. This onc house" she points to a

shotgun-"Your aunt used to stay there."

"That's right," srys Moore, "but bek)re

that my grendmother stayed thcrc."

"Oh Lord," she says, "these houses

have been clesened tbr vears. I'm sLlrpriscd

the county hasn\ torn thcm do*'n."
"Yes," says Moorc. "Vcl l ."

Wc  d rop  Mrs .  Ha r tnc r t  o f f ,  t hank

her, and shc goes back to hcr l larden
rs wc drive away. Aftcr a short sr lence

Moore says. "14l6 Bush Molrntaln Ave

h,rck to me. l t  rvls,r nice-sized house. I

\\'irs 't born rhcre, but itl thc only house

I remcnrbcr unti l l  becanre i  rnrn."

nue. That $as mv address i t  iust came

A r L A | r r ^  \ ]  \ R (  r i  r ( ) ( r -  I  l  e
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p l cdsu rc  rn  bascba l l ' s  s ta t i s t i '

cel ebunclance. F-lch season is

an cPlc ni lrr ir t lve () l  numllers!

as  i nd i v i c l u l l  phve rs  aacumu le te  shad_

ing, nurnce, lnd emolional resonence hv

rireir evcr shif t ing iveragc\ tnd Percent
ages .  ( i i ven  t h i s  con tex t ,  t he re ' s  bo th

ln  i r on i c  anc l  i nsc ru teb le  au ra  t o  t be

Ncg ro  Leagucs ,  r vhosc  cn t i r e  h i s to r v

wes plrrg,ued bv shocldy r(cord keeping.

Piecing together l{cd Moore's starist ici l

prof i le. for instance. is l ike searching for

his bal l  f ield in Oakland ( i i t1, or his house

in Bush Mountain-much hls renished,

end onlv menron remair ls t() providc any

detail or interpretetitxr.

After vears of poring ovcr mrcrofi lnr,

I r m  l { r l (  '  r . r | l  r " r \ t r r r \ l  J I r  ' r r \ l \ r , t x i

i r a te  cd rcc r  l i ne .  " l  can  t c l l  vou , "  he

sa-ys. that thc l l \ t ldf l ta t)ai ly Worldl

pub l i shed  lM tx r re ' s l  19J l i  eve r : l gc  i s

. i  10, sccond best on the tearn. But you

cirn t  i ind box scores for al l  the gdmcs.

so vou can't  entircly trust thrt f igure."

Riley bcl icves hc's giving "a pretty good

educ l t cd  guess "  i n  p l ac ing  Moore ' s

ca  ree ' r  b i r t t i ng  ave rege  bcnveen .2130

a n d . 3 ( X ) .

Although thc- \ Irr-,r / , /  oftcn covercd

the 19311 l l l , rck Cirackcrs, at least for

homc games. thcre renains quirc a bit

of nrvstcrv and confusion regerding that

scason, espcci l l ly i ts conclusion. Atlanta

wor thc Americ!n Leegue's second_half

.  h.r mpr, 'n.hip. 
" 

t  t  rnA rrP a pl. ly, ' f i  .rr  t . \

i r g i r i ns t  t he  f i r s r -ha l f  champ ion ,  t he

Memphis Rcd Sox, wbosc i i rsr basenran

was Moorc's defensivc r ivel,  lel l ,v Tlylor

l r r  w l r . r r  u . r '  l r l c l v . r  hc . t  , ' l  r  r t  r r  . c r i c . ,

Atl :rnta lost thc f irst nvo g:rmcs pleyed

in Memphis. Thcre fol lowcd ir delav r.rf

sevcrel days beforc rhe league prr-sident

mec l c  t hc  b i r f i l i ng  t l ec i s i on  ro  cancc l

r l l  renaining gantes, lnd theref()re no

lcaguc chanpion uls ever cletcrminecl.

Vhe r  I  r r sk  Moore  r f r ou t  e l l  t h i s ,  hc

only shekcs his he:rt l  i rnd sevs, " l  cln' t

remenrber I  rcnretnber sonrc ir frout the

two  l l ames  i n  Mc rnph i s ,  bu t  I  can ' r

recir l l  whirt  the c()ntrovcrs) .rnd codl l ict

\r ' i ls irbout. , , \ l l  I  know, the) told us thc

sci lson \\ 'as over a.d I had to f ind mc

inother placc ft)  pl i) ."

\1ost Negro l .c!! lutrs pla-vcd )crr '
round. joining \r ' inter lcegue aggrega

t i ons  i n  l l o r i de ,  o r  ( i a l i f o r l r i a  u ' hc re

Moorc  p lay  ec l  o r  Cub l  i r nd  o thc r

p a r t s  o f  L - a t i n  A n c r i c a .  M o s t ,  I i k e

Moorc ,  d i c l n ' t  meke  enough  du r i n i l ,

the regul irr season to take four or f ivc

months off iD the otf scirson.

During his t ime in the Negro majors,

Moo rc  ce rnec l  r r ound  $20 { )  a  non th ,

rh "L rgh  l r .  i r r n rn . . l  r , '  $ ) i t l  r  r r t on rh  i r r

! 940  du r i ng  h i s  l as t  scason .  w i t h  t he

Baltrmore Fl l i tc ( l iants. This doesn't  count

spring training Ncgro Lergue teirnrs

didn't  pay plavers drrr ing the prcseason.

P l r ye rs  go t  pa i c l  t u , i c c  a  m( )n th , . r n ( l

V r ' r r r  ' . r r .  r l r r t  J u r i r t u  h r t  l r v r  1 c t r .  i n

tlre Negro Majors hc ncver got sriftid on

a plycheck. " l ' l l  tcl l  lou onc nicc thing."

h c  . . r ) r  , , n t  . l f t ,  r r r , , o n  u l t r l .  . i t r i n A  i n

his l iv ing rrxrm. " l  no$. get $83J everv

month ir l)rn Major l .cagrre l laseball .  l r 's

not rcel ly a pcnsion-thev crl l  i t 'conrpcn-

sation. ' ' I  hcy staned scncl ing thar in'97 "

Nloorr: plaved for the Balt irrorc El i tc
( i iants in 19.19 and 19'10, then went to

spring training with the (; iunts in 1941 .

I lut with $ar approaching, fre worriccl

abou t  ge t t i ng  d ra f t e t l .  Manv  ba l l p l ay

rrs f igured that, es highlv visible publ ic

f ( r l , , r m ( r . .  t h c r  l r . r ,  . r t t  m r r k .  l , ' r

thc mil i tary.

"The wholc iclea was scar,r ' ,"  recel ls

Moorc. " l 'm Dot talking about l loing ro

war, either I 'm talkrng atrour going into

rn , , r g rn t r . r t t . , t t  r  u t l  h1  uh r t r s .  n r t h  w l r i t e

officcrs, and white peoplc in charge. rVc'd

heart l  thc stories, truc or noti  tboLrt what

$h r r r , ' l l i . r r r  J i J  t , '  h l . r t l  t , , l k s . "  L r r r r r ng

this period hc rccollects "talking to somc

people" who advisecl that rai lroad and

post officc empl,ryees corrld get "dcferred

from the draft." In carl,v -lunc, Moore lett

thc Elires and headccl home, getting a job

wirh the Sorrthern Railroad rhrough his

fathcr's help. But hc heted the work, cspe

ciall,l the nighr'shift lx)urs, irnd quit atter

six weeks. l-ater that sumrncr, in August,

he  wes  rec ru i t ed  bv  Roge rs  C i roce rv

Srores to lvork in its west t-nd warehousc

r n J  r , '  p l . r r  f , ' r  i r s  u r c l < r r t l  i " m t t r u n i t r

be l l c l ub .

Hc got cirafted intwavi gett in! l  lhe

news ir Junc 1942 and report ing f irr  duty

i n  Oc tobe r .  Mrx r re  wou ld  s tav  i n  t he

r\rny thrcc years, including I I  rnonths

in  l ; - u rope .  r vhc rc  he  j o i nec l  t hc  1699
(iornbat F.ngineer llattrlion that supplied

amnrunit ioo and ftxrd to thc iront l ines.

white off icers," he slvs. "But ooc thing I

noticed. whcn we got overseits end t l lev

startcd handing out the riiles, evcrvbodl',

black and whitc, bec:rmc righr close.

"So thc war ends," Moore s:r-vs. "and

wc gc( on rhe ship an(l we'rc heacling back,

black .rncl rvhitc soldiers, lnd we wcrc all

tight, you understand. likc a closcd fist. lVe

!!ot near Nc\\' York, lbout thc' rinre where

you just m:rkc out the Stetue of I- ibcrtv.

:rnd evcrybody sterted dividing up. The

whites snrtcd hanging with thc whites, the

blacks hanging with thc blecks. antl I krrew

thcn rve wcre- back l'tootc."

N4oo rc  was  d i scha rgec l  i n  Oc lobe r

194-5. and that same rnonth lackie Rob-

inson signed ro plav thc 1946 scason for

N ' l on t r ca l ,  t he  B rook l yn  Dodge rs  t op

farm club. Moore was thcn 29 antl  hldn't

p l . t r , d  r g . r r n r t  ( o f - l l r t h t  i , , r r r f r l r t r i ' r r  i n

four -vears. though hc iul lv intcndecl t<r

resume his baseball  careet

Bv carly 1946 Mrure lcarned he was

now propcrty of thc New York l l lack

Ylnkces. He cal lccl the team and irskcd

to gct peicl for rpring training l Ie and

Mozcl le hed been merried a l i t t lc over

lour years, ancl Moore c-xplained thirt  his

wifc nccded conrpcns:rt ion for thc month

they'd be separatcd during preseasoo.

Ncw York refused to pay an,vthing extre,

and Mtxrrc pronlpt lv returned t() Rog

crs, effect ivcly encl ing his tenure in the

Ncgro Majors.

Vhile Moorc worked for Rogers, hc

did continue plavi lg baseball  for a t ime,

prirnari ly with thc Atlanta tshck Crack

ers, oncc ag:rin a inorleague outfit- He

phycd sporadical ly fronr l9'16 to 1948,

ilx)stly on wcckends and vecetiuls. Roacl

games were oftcn played against semiprcr

teams in backwater hemlets, far from

thc big-r ine of Ncs'ark or Belt imore or

I Iarlen's Wooclside Hotcl.

Larry Wil l iams. who was r tecnl l l ler

l iving in LaGrangc dLrring thc l i t tc 1940s,

remerrbcrs sceing lvloorc play cluring rhis

twil igirt  phasc of his cdrecr "Ve had e

scmipro team crl lcd the La(irenge Crty
(  . l r \ .  \ J ) \  W I l l i . r n r ' .  wh , '  n t 'w  l i \ c .  i n

R i ve rd : r l e .  "Th i s  * , as  p robeb l l  l 948 .

Vhen the Black Clrackers came to town,

us  k i ds  wou l c l  sneak  i n  t he  pa rk  and

w. t ch  Red .  We  ce l l cd  h i r n 'Rcc l  Mo ' . '

as  i n . ' d i d  you  see  r v l u t  Rcd  Mo 'd id? '

Oh, lre could rcLrlly pl,rv the blg. I le u'as

elegant, mirn. I le was l ikr- a ( jkrbetrottcr," l t  r v r r s  an  i n teg ra t cc l  ou t f i t  r l i t h  i , ,



you knoq the way he used to catch the
ball  bchind his back. "

l7illiams didn't personally rneet Moorc

uitil 1993, during a Little Leaguc parade

in southwcst Atlanta, when he slapped

Moore on the back and joked, "Man, I
risked Iife and limb sncaking irto the vard
to see vou pl lv." Wil l i : rms hinself hacl a
cup of coffee with the Kensas Ciity Mon-
archs, playing center f ield for managcr
Buck O'Neil 's scluacl in 1954 and 195-5.

By then the Ncgro Amcric;rn League was
down to four tcarns-Kansas Ciry Mem-
phis, tsi lningham, and l)etroit  and rrr

irreversible decl ine.

In fact, beginning the day Jackic Rob
in., ' r  t ,  x 'L hr. i rr . t  rrr.r tor lc.rgrrr rr.r  rngr-

April 15, 1947 the Negro l.eagues went
on  l i f e  suppo r t .  The  Neg ro  Na t i one l
League folded alnost immcdiatcl l  after
rhe  l q48 . ra { , n .  r l l r r l .  t hc  \ eg ro  Amcr r -

can Lcague staggerecl akrng unti l  196u.
" l n  m1 '  f i n i t e  m ind , . f ack ie  Rob inson
helped some, hurt somc," Moore says.
"After Jackie, our black leagues faded
, r w r y .  W h t n  u u r  h r r t  l l r v e r \  l ( l l  l L ' r
thc white pro leagues, thcn inost of our
teinrs couldn't makc cnds rneet. Sure! wc
had sornc players in the big lcagLres, bLrt
we didn't  havc a y coaches or nrinagers

or front off ice peoplc up there, and *c
havcn't  had ntany since. Black interesr
in the gemc didnt kccp up, and over thc
years many of our people havc dri f tecl
awiry from bascbirll."

I :VF. t {AL HOUI(S tsU11)RF Ht5  lN t )11 . ,

r i o n  i n r o  r h e  A t l a n t a  S p o r r s
Hall  of Frmc, Mlry gives Red
a few oratorical pointers. "Sar'

what's inrport int," shc tel ls him, "and

keep i t  at three rninutes. l)on't  gct aJl
wou d up! and hrr goodness sakes your

. l , , n  r  h . t vc  t L ,  g r \ r  I l r .  who l (  h i . r ( ' r \  , ' t

the Negro Lcague's."

T h . r t  f r i r l . r r  n r g h r  i n . l u n e .  , r . r n J r r r g

I ' c l o r c  s , ' r r r c  1 0 0  l ( o l l ( . r t  r h r  W n . r i n
Buckhead ,  Moo rc  says ,  " l  c l on ' t  t h i nk
alyboclv could dream up whtt nl) '  l i fc
has  been  l i ke  t hesc  l as t  f ew  yee rs .  I
never thought I 'd be cal led a trai lblazcr.
or a pionccr, or an ambessatlor for thc
Neg ro  Leagucs .  I  cen ' t  exp rcss  ho rv
much  th i s  has  enhanccd  my  l i f e ,  ho *
it  has probablv prolonged my l i fc, and
I thank God I l ived long cnough ro gcr
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B,v Jinr Rilcv\ estimate, Nloorc is norl

' , nc  c , f , ' n l '  r  . ' , , u l l c  Ju / rn  \ u r v i \ i nF ,

plavers fron t ire Ncgro Leagues'golden

e ra  o f  1920  t o  1948 .  He  i s  t hc re fo re  a

certificcl raril1- like r 1909 Honus Wagner

tobacco cerd. or a firsr edition Moby l)lct.

l l u t  ' . t r r n  , ' r  n , ' .  t he  r f t emoon  t , ' l l , ' $ rnc

lus urJrr. tr . ,n r '  hu.rne.. r .  rrsu.r l .  \ loore.rr '

at e coffee rable inside a Decamr bookstore

signing photographs for $10:rpiece and

chaning u'ith anvone who n'andcrs over

Childrcn are natulall-y dra$'n ro hirn, and

when .r bo_r' asks Nloore when he plaled,

the old first bascrnan pats the inquisitor on

his head ancl replies, 'Young m:rn. I played
q.hen onlv rhc ball rvas white."

Lercr, (Jreg White, Moore, and I drive

to  H i l l c r cs t  Chu rch  o f  Ch r i s t ,  r vhe re
'White's 

a longtime member. I t  is Homc-

coming Veckend, and ue are treatcd to a

lunch of barbecue chicken, baked beans,

coleslau',  bread, and peach cobblcr i \s

N{oore tucks ir napkin into his shirt collar,

lhis seens a good place and t ime to ask

him elnut the tsible.
"N{v favorite versc." he says, " is l fohn

l: l ] .  ' ln the beginning was the word, and

the \\ 'ord was with God, and the word

was ( iod. '  Noq to mv thinking thrt sals

r r  ; l l .  L r e g .  t \ c  h r r n  , ' n  t h r .  . h r i l e n  i r

perfect. I  also l ike that story ebout the

three Hcbrew bo,vs who t 'ouldn't  bow'

down to Nebuchadnezzar and the golden

inage he'd made . 
' I  

hat 's in Daniel.  Nly

goodncss these beans are some(hing.
"So  man- l  peop le  m iscons t rue  t he

t s rb l r . "  he  . o l r r nue . .  
' f l r . )  

J , ' r r ' t  r r a l i i c

God lovcs us all no matter rvhat color we

are on thc outside. They rvant to go bv

the C)lcl Testament, or thev want to go by

rhc New Testament, or by rhis book or

that book. I 'vc ahvays bel ieved, ancl I 've

alwavs tau11ht, the total irv ot the Biblc.

Vhen you start sepdrlt inl l  things out,

rhrt '  when I iru \ lJrt  gening rhe.c di i t i r-

ent dcnominati()ns. Matter of fact, that 's

prohablv where segregation began."

He  c l eans  h i s  p l a te  o f  eve ry th i ng

inclucl ing the cobbler and then glances

at the buflet l ine. I  offcr to fetch anotner

p l l t e  bu t  hc  shakes  h i s  head .  "A  man

my age has to \ \ ,atch $hat he eats," hc

says .  "Anywa l ' ,  l 'm  j us t  a  gues t  he re .

Go ing  f o r  seconds ,  t ha t  w 'ou ldn ' t  i r e

pol i tc, you understand." O

Krelrfr
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